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EGYPT-LIBYA

Afer several days of fighting, during
which Egyptian military forces acored
several victories against Libysa waits,
Egyprian Presideat Sadst announced 8
unilateral cease-fire on July 25. Lidysa
President Qadhafi has not formally
responded 10 the announcememt, and
negotiations on a permanent truce sppear
1o be stalemasted. A developing disputs
over the legal boundary between the two
countries is complicating the negotiations.
The two sides are observing a de facto
troce, however, and are pulling back their
forces in sccordance with an snpublicized
disengagement agreement.

Although the Egyptians thus far have
had the upper hand in the fleld, Sadat has
not sccomplished his goals: 1o teach
Qec2afl & lesson and Lo inducs the Lidbysa
peopie (o overthrow Qadhafl. The Lidysa
tesder thus far has gained a great desi of
political mileage from the conflict. The
Egyptisns are clearly keeping open their
options foc further military action agsinst
Libys. and fighting could erupt sgain.

The Meed lo Egypt

Egyptian President Sadat has jestified
Egyptian military actions a3 & NESERATY
riposte to numcrous Libyan transgres-
sions and Qadhafi's repested sttempts
10 subvert the Egyptian government.

The governmem, howewer, &
has not been able 10 coavince the public
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Sadat (r) confers in Aler.»aria wi.h Jolestinian lesde

Arsfat conceming mediation i1 the Egype . -Lbysn fpute

The Egyptisns are clearty prepared to
take further military ation, bt 8 dec
sion t0 do 50 will have to laks into ac-
cownt Egyptian public opinion, the resc-
tioa of the principel Arad states, the
mediation efforts by various perties, and
tbe likelihood that Egyptian sctions will
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adh i may not be. able to keep his
people from knowing the extent of Libyan
losses for very long, and the current

entheiasm i~ Lidys may dampen come
sideranly & 2ews of casualty! figeres
spreac. For the time being, however,
Qedhafi belier 4 he Rhas internationsl
sympathy on his +ide ang (hat he can wia
the political war, if not the military
bat:les.
Medistien Efferts

Algeris, Kuwait, and Palestinian leader
Arafat have all played a role in mediating
the dispute, and several Arsd and Afi*2en
states have called for emergency meetings
of the Arad League and the Organization
of Africas Usity. The general attitude
among (he Arab states is one of disap-
pointment and concera over yet another
sphit in Arsb ranks that diverts resources
and sttention from the primary struggle
with lsrael.

Soviet Reaction

Soviet commentary oa the conflict has
heea castions and sperse. The Soviets
have supported Lidys far less since
fighting broke out than they did on twe
occasions during the past year when the
threat of hostifities existed, strongly \
suggesting hat Moscow does 2ot wantto ™
astagonizs he Egyptians. The Soviews
presumably reslize they canaot play o
meaningfal rols in any Middle East settles
ment discutsions as long ss their rels-
innd .. 1. H H -'.- -




